
Get Prepared:  
Tips for a Fast FAFSA

Your FAFSA should be easy to fill out. Many families complete the FAFSA in less than an hour. 
The trick? Prepare! Read each question carefully. And if you need help, you can reach out to 
the FAFSA Contact Center at 800-433-3243. 

Ready to fill out the government’s Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid, or FAFSA? Here’s what to expect. 

Savings, Assets and 
Government Benefits Info

Your First Step? Create an FSA ID  
at StudentAid.gov

You’ll need your full legal name, SSN 
(or ITIN), date of birth, mailing address, 
permanent email and cell phone number.

Get started by gathering the following information and documents:

When applicable, you’ll provide  
information about:

•	Current savings and investments

•	Government benefits

•	Value of family businesses or farms

•	Child support

•	Foreign taxes

 
Your family’s tax data will likely be 
automatically uploaded to your FAFSA,  
but you’ll want your tax returns 
available for reference.

Personal Info

Tax Forms



Need more information?
We recommend UnderstandingFAFSA.org, a popular website for high school students and their families 
hosted by one of our nonprofit partners. Be sure to download Understanding FAFSA & Financial Aid: Your 
Guide to Paying for College. 

Equitable Foundation is dedicated to fostering social impact by supporting 
initiatives that address barriers to economic and social mobility, promote 
sustainable development, create pathways to postsecondary attainment 
and uplift communities for a brighter future.

This informational flyer is not intended—and should not be relied upon—as investment or financial advice. Equitable Financial and its affiliated companies are not affiliated with or endorsed 
by any institution of higher education, any federal or state agency or program.  The FAFSA program and its requirements are subject to change.  In the event of a discrepancy between any 
information presented here and any information provided by FAFSA, the FAFSA information will take precedence. 

Please be advised that this flyer is not intended as legal or tax advice. Please consult with your own tax or legal advisor regarding your particular circumstance.

Equitable is the brand name of the retirement and protection subsidiaries of Equitable Holdings, Inc, including Equitable Financial Life Insurance Company (NY, NY); Equitable Financial Life 
Insurance Company of America, an AZ stock company with an administrative office located in Charlotte, NC; and Equitable Distributors, LLC. Equitable Advisors is the brand name of Equitable 
Advisors, LLC (member FINRA, SIPC) (Equitable Financial Advisors in MI & TN). The obligations of Equitable Financial and Equitable America are backed solely by their claims-paying abilities.
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Personal 
Circumstances
Most questions are 
designed to determine 
if the student is 
dependent on their 
parents or independent. 

Demographics
These are government 
research questions. 
You may answer if 
you like or decline.

Financials 

The FAFSA collects 
information on the 
family’s income, 
savings, assets, and 
government benefits. 
If you have agreed to 
share your tax data, 
this section will be 
short. Parents will 
provide most of the 
family’s financial 
information.

Signature
Almost done! Agree that 
the information is correct 
and sign electronically. 
Students and parents 
each complete and 
sign their own sections 
of the FAFSA. 

Colleges
The FAFSA asks 
which colleges you are 
applying to. You can 
list up to 20 schools.
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What to Expect:  
The FAFSA’s Five Sections

http://UnderstandingFAFSA.org
https://understandingfafsa.org/guides/
https://understandingfafsa.org/guides/

